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Message from the President 

For more than a century, the Pathological Society of Great Britain & Ireland has been at the 

heart of advancing pathology. Since 1906, we have supported thousands of scientists, doctors, 

and students in their pursuit of understanding disease. 

The focus of the Pathological Society is to Understand Disease. This encompasses supporting 

and encouraging research and other activities that deepen our understanding of disease 

mechanisms and processes, alongside educational initiatives that promote knowledge and 

awareness among professionals and the wider public. 

This is a story of progress, made possible by people like you. Through your support, whether by 

giving during your lifetime or by leaving a gift in your will, you help us continue this story, 

ensuring that tomorrow’s pathologists have the opportunities, resources, and inspiration to make 

discoveries that shape the future of Pathology. 

 

Why Legacies Matter 

Many of today’s pathologists began their careers with support from the Society. By leaving a 

gift, you will help ensure that future generations have the same opportunities. We also 

understand that your loved ones come first. After they are provided for, a gift of even 1% of your 

estate can make a lasting difference. 

Pathology touches every life. From diagnosing cancer to guiding treatment, pathology underpins 

almost every aspect of modern medicine. 

 

By remembering the Pathological Society in your will, you: 

• Fund vital research that leads to better diagnosis and treatment 

• Equip the next generation of pathologists with skills, mentoring, and support 

• Inspire students to pursue careers in pathology, ensuring the future of the discipline 

• Strengthen education and advance understanding of disease 

 

Legacies give us the freedom to plan for the future and support people at every stage of their 

careers. They are investments in knowledge, education, and the understanding of disease. 

Your gift will be used where the need is greatest, supporting research, education, and the next 

generation of pathologists. 

“Even the smallest gift can help shape future discovery and deepen our understanding of 

disease.” 
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Your Impact — A Circle of Legacy 

Many of today’s pathologists received their first research grant, travel bursary, or student award 

from the Society. These opportunities often proved life-changing, opening doors to international 

collaboration, groundbreaking discoveries, and lifelong careers in pathology. 

 

Your gift will carry this forward. It may help a young researcher take their first steps, a trainee 

present their findings abroad, or a student discover the spark that leads them into a career in 

pathology. 

 

Even a modest gift can: 

• Fund a bursary for a student or trainee. 

• Support early research that blossoms into a breakthrough. 

• Ensure teaching and training events remain accessible to all. 

 

Every gift, large or small, strengthens the circle of giving and receiving that has sustained 

pathology for generations. 

 

Not Just for Members 

Even if you are not a pathologist yourself, you may value the essential role pathology plays in 

medicine and wish to help secure its future. In this way, your legacy can strengthen the 

foundation of medical science and education for generations to come. 

While many of our members may feel a special connection to the Society, legacies are not 

limited to them. 

 

You may choose to leave a gift because you or a loved one benefited from the work of 

pathologists in diagnosing disease and guiding treatment. You may wish to support science and 

education in a tangible way. Or you may believe, as we do, that a better understanding of 

disease means better care for patients. 

 

Whoever you are, your gift will make you part of a community that changes lives through 

knowledge. 

 

Types of Legacy Gifts 

There are several simple ways to remember the Society in your will: 

 

• Residuary gift: A percentage of your estate after other gifts are honoured. 

• Pecuniary gift: A fixed sum of money. 

• Specific gift: A particular item, such as shares or property. 
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• Gift through a charitable trust: A gift made through an existing charitable trust or foundation as 

part of your wider philanthropic giving. 

 

A Lifetime of Giving 

Some supporters choose to combine lifetime giving with a legacy gift. This approach allows you 

to see the impact of your generosity in real time, while also helping to secure the future of 

pathology for generations to come. 

Together, lifetime giving and legacy support create a lasting partnership that strengthens 

research, education, and scientific progress. 

 

Suggested Wording for Your Will 

To include the Pathological Society in your will, you may wish to use wording such as: 

 

"I give to The Pathological Society of Great Britain and Ireland (Registered Charity Number 

1154851 in England and Wales and SC045004 in Scotland), of 7th Floor, 6 Alie Street, 

London E1 8QT, the sum of £_____ (or _____% of the residue of my estate) for its general 

charitable purposes." 

 

The suggested wording is provided for guidance only. We recommend seeking independent 

legal advice when making or updating your will to ensure that it reflects your wishes and 

circumstances. 

 

Respecting Your Wishes 

We understand that leaving a gift in your will is a personal and generous decision. Every legacy 

we receive is handled with care, used wisely, and directed according to your intentions. 

 

Our governance ensures transparency, accountability, and respect for the trust you place in us.  

We would be pleased to recognise your support, should you wish, or respect your privacy if you 

prefer to remain anonymous. 

“Your legacy will help support research, education, and the continued understanding of 

disease.” 
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Giving Today — Making an Impact Now 

While leaving a gift in your will is a powerful way to support the future of pathology, many 

supporters also choose to give during their lifetime. 

Giving today allows you to see the difference your support can make now. Every contribution, 

no matter the size, helps us continue advancing research, education, and understanding of 

disease. 

Your support can: 

• Fund research that improves diagnosis and treatment   

• Support students, trainees, and early-career researchers   

• Expand education and outreach activities   

Every contribution matters. Even modest gifts, when combined, create a meaningful and lasting 

impact. 

You can make a donation online at https://www.pathsoc.org/about/support_us.aspx or contact 

us to find out more. 

 

Making Your Gift Go Further with Gift Aid 

If you are a UK taxpayer, Gift Aid allows us to increase the value of your donation at no extra 

cost to you. This means your donation goes 25% further. 

For every £1 you donate, we can claim an additional 25p from HM Revenue & Customs 

(HMRC). This means a donation of £100 becomes £125 to support our work. 

 

How Gift Aid Works 

To qualify, you simply need to: 

• Be a UK taxpayer   

• Have paid enough Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax to cover the Gift Aid claimed   

• Complete a Gift Aid declaration   

 

Additional Benefits for Higher-Rate Taxpayers 

If you pay tax at a higher or additional rate, you may be able to claim further tax relief on your 

donation through your self-assessment tax return. 

https://www.pathsoc.org/about/support_us.aspx
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This means that while the Society receives the full value of your donation plus Gift Aid, you can 

personally reclaim the difference between the basic rate and your higher rate of tax. 

For example: 

• A £100 donation could cost a higher-rate taxpayer as little as £75   

• While the Society still receives £125, this makes giving both impactful and tax-efficient. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

• Can I remain anonymous? 

Yes. There is no obligation to tell us if you have chosen to leave a gift to the Society in your will. 

If you do choose to let us know, it allows us to thank you during your lifetime and keep you 

informed about our work. Any personal information you provide will be held and processed in 

accordance with our Privacy Policy. 

• Do I need to be wealthy to leave a legacy? 

Not at all. Even small gifts can support students, researchers, and educational projects. 

• Should I tell the Society about my gift? 

There is no obligation, but if you choose to let us know, we would be honoured to thank you and 

keep you informed about our work and future developments. 

• Can I specify how my gift is used? 

We encourage gifts for the Society's general charitable purposes, as this allows us to respond 

to future needs and opportunities. If you have a particular area of interest, please contact us and 

we will be happy to discuss this with you. 

• Do I need professional advice? 

No, but it is advisable to seek advice from a solicitor when making or updating your will to 

ensure that it accurately reflects your wishes and complies with legal requirements. 

 

 

A Message of Thanks 

A legacy gift is more than a donation. It helps ensure that discovery continues, that future 

generations are supported, and that our understanding of disease continues to grow. 

Every gift in a will is an act of generosity and foresight. Gifts made during your lifetime are 

equally important, allowing us to support our work today while giving you the opportunity to see 

the difference your generosity makes. Together, these forms of support help sustain research, 

education, and the ongoing work to understand disease. 
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We are deeply grateful to everyone who chooses to support the Society, whether through a gift 

in their will or during their lifetime. Your generosity will be reflected in the research we enable, 

the students we inspire, and the knowledge we continue to share with the world. 

 

 

Next Steps 

If you are considering leaving a gift, we would be delighted to speak with you in confidence. 

 

operationsmgr@pathsoc.org 

+44 (0)20 7484 8047 

www.pathsoc.org 

 

Pathological Society of Great Britain & Ireland 

Registered Charity Number 1154851 

 

Together, we can shape the future of pathology. 

 

Thank you for considering supporting the Pathological Society, whether through a gift in your 

will or during your lifetime. 

 

Our Commitment to You 

You will see the Fundraising Regulator badge displayed across our website and materials as a 

mark of this commitment. 

We follow recognised standards to ensure that all donations and gifts are handled with care, 

transparency, and integrity. 

The Pathological Society is registered with the Fundraising Regulator and follows recognised 

standards for transparent, accountable, and respectful fundraising. 

 

 


